
                     

                   PATNA COLLEGE,PATNA 

                        CARL RITTER 

       Course: B.A. Geography( Hons.),Part-3 

                                    By 

                      Dr. Md. Nazim 

                Professor of Geography 
            Patna College, Patna University 
            Contact-8409110509 

              Email – dr.nazim2011@gmail.com 



Contribution to Development of Modern Geography 



  Founder of Modern Geography    

Ritter was a leading German geographer. He 

was  contemporary of Humboldt and is also 

known as one of the founders of modern 

geography. Ritter was primarily a historian and 

hence his main object in geography was to show 

the dependence of history of mankind on 

physical environment. Ritter believed in 

Terrestrial Unity and according to him the earth 

is made for man” as the body is made for soul, so 

is the physical globe made for mankind.” 



 Ritter  was born in Quedlinberg, Berlin in 1779. 
 His father was a physician and when he died his widow mother 

lacked any means to support her family of five. 
 He was fortunate to get the support and guidance of a 

geographer J.C.F. Guts Muths whose major interest was in nature 
and geography. 

 Ritter got his early education in a school in Schnepfenthal where 
teaching was based on the principles of Rousseau and Pestalozzi. 

 Ritter entered the University of Halle at the age of 17(1796).A 
wealthy banker Bethman Hollweg helped him to continue his 
studies. He learnt Latin and Greek and studied widely 
Geography and History. 

 He made frequent field trips around the city of Frankfurt .He 
visited many European countries of Switzerland and Italy to 
make on the spot study of their physical and cultural landscape. 



 He came into contact with many eminent scholars of the day like 
the anatomist Sommering, the geologist Ebel and the leader of 
educational reform Pestalozzi. 

 In 1807 Ritter met Humboldt for the first time and was highly 
impressed by his versatility in the observation of natural and 
human phenomena. 

 In 1814 Ritter joined the University of Gottingen and studied 
geography, history, physics, chemistry, mineralogy and botany. 

 In 1818 Ritter was appointed as a professor of History at the 
university of Frankfurt. 

 Subsequently when the first chair of geography was creatd in 
Germany he was given the assignment of geography 
professorship at the University of Berlin in 1820.He founded 
there the Berlin Geographical Society. 



 Ritter has emphasised in his lecture that geography is 
not a mere gazetteer of dry facts about the names of 
places, rivers, mountains, etc but it is a subject which 
deals with the man – nature relationships. He 
developed the concept of Unity in diversity. 

 His contributions may be enumerated as; 

 1. Die Erdkunde- Erdkunde is a German word which 
stands for “ Science of the earth in relation to nature 
and history”.He completed 19 volumes of Erdkunde 
between 1817 and 1859. 



 2. A Physical Geographer 

 3. Principles of Unity in Diversity 

 4.Approaches and Concepts 

 5. Methods of Study 

 6. Writings and Publications 



 Humboldt and Ritter made great contributions in the 
field of basic sciences- humanities and arts. Both were 
contemporary, lived and worked at Berlin for more 
than three decades. These two scholars are referred to 
as the “Founders of Modern Geography". Earlier Kant 
gave the philosophical foundation of the subject of 
Geography, Forster demonstrated a method of 
research and literary style but Humboldt and Ritter 
developed the subject as an independent branch of 
knowledge. 




